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combinations that would want to place us into an anti-German
front. We wanted to fight for the salvation of mankind, but we
have been taught that such a fight doesn't pay. *, . Well then, let
us look after our own salvation and remain true to ourselves and
only to ourselves. , . . New Europe? But no, not a new Europe,

the old Europe, pre-war Europe, selfish, unsettled-----Let us keep,

somewhere in the corner of our hearts, faith in the higher law of
justice, for some day the hour of such justice will strike and that
will also be our hour."

The legal justification for the ruling of the International Com-
mission about the Fifth Zone was the old Austrian census of 1910,
which at the insistence of the German representatives was used as a
basis for determining which districts were German and which
Czech, The influence of the World War on the population of these
territories, the vast amount of talent, energy, money, billions of
crowns, which during the twenty years of the Republic the Czechs
had poured into them, were brushed aside as irrelevant rubbish. But

at best, in Czech eyes the census of 1910 was, as Professor N-----

had said, " an undisguised fraud." It was based, not on the mother
tongue or nationality of people, but on the so-called Umgang*
sprachc, " language of Intercourse." If a Czech maid worked in a
German home and spoke German she was automatically set down
as a German. The same was true of Czechs employed not only in
the government but in private enterprises.

Mr. Wickham Steed tells us that in that year he was correspon-
dent for the London Times in Vienna. He had filled out his census
return by recording his nationality as British and his language as
English. That was not satisfactory for the Austrian census takers,
so they came to Mr. Steed's home and inquired "what my
Umgangsprache or usual language of intercourse in Austria might
be. I answered German. * Also, Deutsches (Therefore, German)*
they amended my return accordingly."

If the census takers didn't hesitate to disregard truth in the case
of so eminent a British resident in Vienna as the correspondent of
the London Times, one can imagine what happened in the case of
Czechs who had neither a British flag nor a British navy to protect
them, and who were subject to pressure by Austrian officials.